CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

THE students of National Socialism are aware that its
theories are those of pre-war Pan-Germanism; in
other words, its aim is precisely that world-domination
declared by Mr. Neville Chamberlain, in the most
critical days of September 1938, to be something which
it is necessary to resist. When, therefore, British
politicians or leader-writers beg the Germans to keep
their National Socialism to themselves they are making
a meaningless request. To the Treaty of Versailles
the National Socialists owe mainly gratitude for
supplying them with admirable propagandistic material
which their ingenuity would, no doubt, have dis-
covered elsewhere. Pre-war Pan-Germanism was an
offshoot of nineteenth-century nationalism as one
knew it in other parts of Europe, but it was also
consciously obscurantist in a spirit of rebellion against
the West. In order to be German, Germany's nation-
alists rejected the rational and humane ideals of the
Anglo-Saxons and the French. This enabled them to
pervert the idea of freedom into meaning nothing but
the independence of a group within which its members
might be coerced to any extent. And external freedom
in this sense will be found to mean only the ability to
coerce, or resist coercion by, other groups. The other
main elements in pre-war Pan-Germanism were the
Prussian and Baltic cult of the Teutonic Knights and

310